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A Quick Introduction:
Dr. Wendong Zhang

• Grew up in a rural county in Shandong Province, China

• Attended college in Shanghai and Hong Kong

• Ph.D. in Ag Econ from Ohio State in 2015 

• Worked at Iowa State for 7 years, leading the Iowa Land Value Survey 15-22

• Moved to Cornell University Dyson School of Applied Economics & Management 
in July 2022 (50% research 50% extension appointment)

• Research and extension interests: 

Led land value/ownership surveys https://www.card.iastate.edu/farmland

Co-founded ISU China Ag Center  https://www.card.iastate.edu/china

Cornell Atkinson Center for Sustainability: https://atkinson.cornell.edu/

Cornell Institute for China Economic Research (CICER) 
http://china.dyson.cornell.edu/

Global Public Voices Fellow, Einaudi Center for International Studies

https://www.card.iastate.edu/farmland
https://www.card.iastate.edu/china
https://atkinson.cornell.edu/
http://china.dyson.cornell.edu/


https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/2515-7620/abd622

Food Production in China, 2018
China’s Major Crops

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/2515-7620/abd622


Four Stories

•Chinese soybean imports

•Chilean cherries

•European pork exports

•Chinese dairy demand



Chinese soybean imports



https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/record-us-fy-2022-agricultural-exports-china

Chinese imports from US were concentrated on feed 

grains, especially soybeans

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/record-us-fy-2022-agricultural-exports-china


Brazil captures a lion’s share of Chinese soybean 
imports, however, cannot go without US supply
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China granted approval for its first 
domestically developed GM crop strains in 
10 years - two corn and one soybean - at 
the end of 2019, news portal Caixin.com 
reported.





China’s Strengthening Trade Ties with US Competitors
in response to US-China trade war & decoupling

Chinese tariffs on other countries dropped while the US-China trade war is still ongoing





Chilean Cherries



Fresh cherry exports 
from Chile to global 
markets in the 
2022/23 season are 
expected to top 80 
million boxes, or 
around 400,000 tons

89% of Chilean 
cherry exports go to 
China



Conspicuous Consumption

• Thorstein Veblen (1857-1929) 
introduced the term 
“conspicuous consumption” 
(referring to consumption 
undertaken to make a statement 
to others about one’s class or 
accomplishments). This term, 
more than any other, is what 
Veblen is known for.

• Veblen grew up in a Norwegian 
immigrant farming community in 
Wisconsin.



https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-evolving-demand-world-
s-largest-agricultural-import-market

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-evolving-demand-world-s-largest-agricultural-import-market
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-evolving-demand-world-s-largest-agricultural-import-market


https://www.card.iastate.edu/ag_
policy_review/article/?a=122

https://www.card.iastate.edu/ag_policy_review/article/?a=122
https://www.card.iastate.edu/ag_policy_review/article/?a=122


Another 
example: wine



Yes, Chinese Population is Aging, but Income 

Growth is More Important



European Pork Exports
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What remains 
unchanged after 
COVID-19: Chinese 
surging meat 
consumption & 
beyond



Meat
Economics



China is a Country of 

Rapid Change

High Speed Rail
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/ima
ges/map/train/high-speed-railway.jpg

Cold Chains

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/images/map/train/high-speed-railway.jpg
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/images/map/train/high-speed-railway.jpg


Greenhouse – plastic film - Shandong Province

Agricultural transformation in my 
hometown



Now the high-tunnel production system has been upgraded 



Chinese Dairy Demand















US: 19 kg per capita consumption of cheese in 2019





Four Stories

•Chinese soybean imports

•Chilean cherries

•European pork exports

•Chinese dairy demand



A possible & more 
balanced pathway for 
China’s ag import 
surge?

Key Chinese agricultural 

imports by commodity 

and country in 2017



Learn more about Food and China



Learn more about contemporary Chinese economy



Thank You!

Wendong Zhang
wendongz@cornell.edu

https://wendongzhang.weebly.com/

mailto:wendongz@cornell.edu
https://wendongzhang.weebly.com/


Commodity Agriculture is Comparative 
Advantage for U.S., not China
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