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A Quick Introduction:
Dr. Wendong Zhang

• Grew up in a rural county in Shandong Province, China

• Attended college in Shanghai and Hong Kong

• Ph.D. in Ag Econ from Ohio State in 2015 

• Worked at Iowa State for 7 years, leading the Iowa Land Value Survey 15-22

• Moved to Cornell University Dyson School of Applied Economics & Management 
in July 2022 (50% research 50% extension appointment)

• Research and extension interests: 

Led land value/ownership surveys https://www.card.iastate.edu/farmland

Co-founded ISU China Ag Center  https://www.card.iastate.edu/china

Cornell Atkinson Center for Sustainability: https://atkinson.cornell.edu/

Cornell Institute for China Economic Research (CICER) 
http://china.dyson.cornell.edu/

Global Public Voices Fellow, Einaudi Center for International Studies

https://www.card.iastate.edu/farmland
https://www.card.iastate.edu/china
https://atkinson.cornell.edu/
http://china.dyson.cornell.edu/


Commodity Agriculture is Comparative 
Advantage for U.S., not China





https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/2515-7620/abd622

Food Production in China, 2018
China’s Major Crops

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/2515-7620/abd622


https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/
publications/synopsis/?p=1313
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2017 2018 2019 2020 Target in P1 Trade Deal 2021

US Exports to China Are Strong, but Less So than 2021
Hog rebuilding after ASF complete; phase one deal concluded

https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/publications/synopsis/?p=1313
https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/publications/synopsis/?p=1313


Chinese imports were concentrated on feed grains

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/record-us-fy-2022-agricultural-exports-china

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/record-us-fy-2022-agricultural-exports-china




China’s Strengthening Trade Ties with US Competitors
in response to US-China trade war & decoupling

Chinese tariffs on other countries dropped while the US-China trade war is still ongoing



Belt and Road 

Initiative Still Going



China’s Significance in Global Trade



China’s Significance in Global Trade



Yes, Chinese Population is Aging, but Income 

Growth is More Important





https://www.card.iastate.edu/ag_
policy_review/article/?a=122

https://www.card.iastate.edu/ag_policy_review/article/?a=122
https://www.card.iastate.edu/ag_policy_review/article/?a=122


https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-evolving-demand-world-
s-largest-agricultural-import-market

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-evolving-demand-world-s-largest-agricultural-import-market
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-evolving-demand-world-s-largest-agricultural-import-market


Fresh cherry exports 
from Chile to global 
markets in the 
2022/23 season are 
expected to top 80 
million boxes, or 
around 400,000 tons

89% of Chilean 
cherry exports go to 
China



What remains 
unchanged after 
COVID-19: Chinese 
surging meat 
consumption & 
beyond



Meat
Economics



China is a Country of 

Rapid Change

High Speed Rail
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/ima
ges/map/train/high-speed-railway.jpg

Cold Chains

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/images/map/train/high-speed-railway.jpg
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/images/map/train/high-speed-railway.jpg


China’s High Speed Rail Map, 2021



https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/2515-7620/abd622

Food Production 
in China, 2018

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/2515-7620/abd622


Greenhouse – plastic film - Shandong Province

Agricultural transformation in my 
hometown



Now the high-tunnel production system has been upgraded 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FBSx-mmxTE&t=4s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FBSx-mmxTE&t=4s


Learn more about Food and China



Learn more about contemporary Chinese economy



Thank You!

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full 

non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to 

www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.   

www.card.iastate.edu/chinawww.card.iastate.edu/farmland

Wendong Zhang
Associate Professor and Extension Economist

478C Heady Hall, Iowa State University

515-294-2536

wdzhang@iastate.edu

mailto:wdzhang@iastate.edu


China’s Governance Hierarchy



2000 yrs of imperial history
- huge legacies on governance structure
the only exception: emperor replaced by central 
government

New additions: VA, ICE (following US governance structure)



China’s Governance Hierarchy



2000 yrs of imperial history
- huge legacies on governance structure
the only exception: emperor replaced by central 
government

New additions: VA, ICE (following US governance structure)



China’s Regional Decentralized 
Authoritarian (RDA) Regime

https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/cato-journal/2015/9/cj-v35n3-4.pdf

https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/cato-journal/2015/9/cj-v35n3-4.pdf


Who get 
promoted as 
Governor?
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