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A Quick Introduction:
Dr. Wendong Zhang

• Grew up in a rural county in Shandong Province, China

• Attended college in Shanghai and Hong Kong

• Ph.D. in Ag Econ from Ohio State in 2015 

• Worked at Iowa State for 7 years, leading the Iowa Land Value Survey

• Moved to Cornell University Dyson School of Applied Economics & Mgmt in July 2022 
(50% extension appointment)

• 2022 Iowa Land Value Survey results on Dec 13th at 10am: 
http://bit.ly/LandResults2022

• Research and extension interests: 

land value/ownership https://www.card.iastate.edu/farmland

ISU China Ag Center  https://www.card.iastate.edu/china

Cornell Institute for China Economic Research (CICER) http://china.dyson.cornell.edu/

Cornell Atkinson Center for Sustainability: https://www.atkinson.cornell.edu/

http://bit.ly/LandResults2022
https://www.card.iastate.edu/farmland
https://www.card.iastate.edu/china
http://china.dyson.cornell.edu/
https://www.atkinson.cornell.edu/


CERTIFIED CROP ADVISER
CONTINUING EDUCATION UNIT (CEU)

If you watched this webinar live to earn a CCA CEU, send the following information 
to Alena Whitaker, alenaw@iastate.edu, by Wednesday, December 7 at 5 pm:

• Your name

• The name you entered to watch the webinar (if different)

• Your CCA/CPAg/CPSS/CPSC number

Attendance for the live webinar will be verified and your name and 
CCA/CPAg/CPSS/CPSC number will be submitted on the sign-in sheet for this CEU 
to the CCA board (if the CEU is approved)

IOWA LEARNING FARMS  |   CONSERVATION WEBINAR SERIES
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2017 Iowa Farmland 

Ownership & Tenure Survey

2022 Results to be 

released in June 2023 



https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R47057

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R47057


• 358 completed responses to the women landowner survey
• web/mail survey from July 30 through October 20, 2021

• response rate of 52.0% (358/688)

• 135 (38%) are from ISU Extension and Outreach Women in Ag programs, 222 (62%) are 
from the Iowa Farmland Ownership and Tenure study

• Goal: offer information and resources to help women meet the challenges of 
implementing new conservation practices by studying their
• interest in conservation topics

• concerns on conservation issues

• preferences for receiving educational programming

Policy brief available at 
https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/publications/pdf/22wp633.pdf

Survey

https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/publications/pdf/22wp633.pdf


Who are women landowners - Operating Status



Who are women landowners - Age

• Overall

Mean age: 63 

Min: 21   Max: 98

• OL

Mean age: 58 

Min: 28   Max: 87

• NOL

Mean age: 68 

Min: 21   Max: 98



• Compared to the overall adoption 
rate in Iowa reported by USDA, the 
adoption rate of women 
landowners in our survey is 
relatively high

• Should be interpreted as % of 
owners with any acre adopted on 
their land (e.g., 80-acre cover crops 
on a 400-acre farm)

Conservation Practice Adoption



https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/publications/synopsis/?p=1312

Owners Acres

No till 21% 27%

Cover crops 5% 4%

Buffer strips 3% 3%

Ponds 1% 2%

Conventional wisdom: 

land tenure insecurity → less 

conservation practice adoption

[Cover crops: Yes; No-till: No]

https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/publications/synopsis/?p=1312


Interest in Conservation Topics

• Higher interest in the 
top 5 topics

➢ Conservation programs

➢ Soil conservation 
practices

• Disperse interest of 
women landowners in 
conservation topics



Interest of OL vs NOL

• OLs are significantly 
more interested in 
receiving information on 
conservation topics than 
NOLs, especially for 

➢ Carbon credits

➢ Non-government 
programs

➢ Cover crops

➢ Soil fertilizer improvement

➢ Pasture management



Correlations among interest

• Percentages of the 
respondents 
simultaneously 
interested in two topics

• Reflect the correlation 
between the topics

➢ High correlations 
among programs

➢ government programs 
receive the widest 
interest



Interest across Residency

• In-county resident: 78%

In-state absentee: 15%

Out-of-state absentee: 7%

• Residents have a higher 
interest in pasture 
management and lower 
interest in government 
programs than absentees

• less interested in water 
quality outside the state 

effect of messaging 
inside Iowa



Interest across Age Groups

• Women 70+ show a 
significantly higher level 
of no interest in 
conservation topics than 
the two youngest groups

• Generally, 60+ women 
are less interested in 
conservation than women 
below 60, except for soil 
erosion control



Concern on Conservation Issues



Educational Preference - Time



Educational Preference – Delivery Mode
• Women prefer virtual 

delivery methods to in-
person formats, while half-
day in-person meetings are 
also welcome, ranking third 
for OLs and fourth for NOLs. 

• OLs are more willing to 
receive educational 
information than NOLs 

• Large gaps in webinars, 
half-day in-person meetings, 
women learning circles, and 
multi-part series of 
educational meetings



Educational Preference 
– by Age Groups and 
Operating Status



Thank You!
wendongz@cornell.edu

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to 

www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

mailto:wendongz@cornell.edu
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UNDERSTANDING THE OPPORTUNITIES AND 
CHALLENGES OF GRASS-TO-GAS: AN INTEGRATED 

MODELING STUDY FROM THE GRAND RIVER 
WATERSHED OF IOWA AND MISSOURI

NEXT WEBINAR
Wednesday, December 14

Lisa Schulte Moore
Professor of Natural Resource Ecology and Management, Co-Director of the 

Bioeconomy Institute
Iowa State University


