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Pipeline Incidents and Property Values

Abstract: The rapid expansion of pipelines during the U.S. shale oil and gas boom drew atten-
tion to the economic consequences of pipeline incidents. This study investigates the impacts
of 426 gas distribution pipeline incidents on property values in the United States between 2010
and 2020. We find that only incidents that are both severe and above ground (which we define as
high-profile incidents) have adverse effects on nearby property values, while other incidents have
no measurable impact. A difference-in-differences analysis finds that high-profile incidents sig-
nificantly decrease property values within 1,000 meters by about 8.0%, and the negative impact
can persist for eight years on average. Furthermore, we find a drop in transaction volume that
lasts a short period after the incidents, suggesting an initial demand-side response. In contrast to
the strong effects of pipeline incidents, we did not find statistically significant price effects from
pipeline installation. We also demonstrate that there is substantial heterogeneity by the type of

incident and that results based on individual incidents should be generalized with caution.
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1 Introduction

Pipelines are critical infrastructure for transporting various types of hazardous materi-
als (HAZMAT), including natural gas, crude oil, and other petroleum products (Masters,
2022). Since 2004, the development of shale oil and shale gas has boosted the demand
for oil and gas transportation from the U.S. heartland to the coastal regions. The surge in
pipeline transportation heightened concerns about pipeline safety and the socioeconomic
costs associated with pipeline incidents. Over the past 20 years, the United States has suf-
fered 306 casualties and more than $6 billion in property damage resulting from pipeline
incidents (PHMSA, 2021b). Nonetheless, pipeline safety records have not improved—the
incident rate has stayed about the same for many years (Kelso, 2021), and serious incidents
continued to happen (Ly, 2019; Weikel, 2011; Vigdor and Delkic, 2021). It is of great pol-
icy relevance to better understand the economic cost of pipeline incidents for comparison
with other types of energy transportation, such as rail (Covert and Kellogg, 2017; Tang
et al., 2020).

Existing hedonic studies on pipelines and property values are mostly on the effects of
proximity to pipelines (McElveen, Brown and Gibbons, 2017; Hilterbrand Jr, 2019; Boslett
and Hill, 2019; Herrnstadt and Sweeney, 2022) and the construction (including announce-
ments) of pipelines (Wilde, Loos and Williamson, 2012; Hilterbrand Jr, 2019; Boslett and
Hill, 2019) on nearby property values. Studies on pipeline incidents are scarce and limited
to single incidents. Two existing studies in the United States include Hansen, Benson and
Hagen (2006) for an incident in Bellingham, WA, in 1999 and Herrnstadt and Sweeney
(2022) for an incident in San Bruno, California, in 2010. Both studies find modest adverse
effects within limited areas around the incidents. It is likely that other incidents have dif-
ferent impacts based on the severity of the incident and the characteristics of the pipeline.
Research with broader coverage is needed to support the design of nationwide policies re-
garding the construction and management of pipelines.

There are three types of pipelines transporting natural gas, including gas-gathering lines,
gas transmission lines, and gas distribution lines. This study leverages Pipeline and Haz-
ardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) data and investigates the property value
impacts of 426 incidents on gas distribution pipelines in urban areas between 2010 and
2020. We focus on urban gas distribution pipelines since they often go through densely
populated areas, and incidents on those pipelines are more likely to cause significant im-

pacts on property values. Using the rich set of incident characteristics in PHMSA data, we



categorize incidents based on severity and pipeline characteristics: “high-profile”, which
are both severe (involving explosion, ignition, or fatalities) and above ground; “only severe
or above-ground”!; and, “neither severe nor above-ground” incidents. We analyze these
groups separately and show that high-profile incidents have distinct impacts compared to
the other groups.

We link the PHMSA incident data to the Zillow Transaction and Assessment (ZTRAX)
Dataset’to quantify pipeline incident impacts on property values. We first assess the spa-
tiotemporal scales of incident impacts. Two alternative methods, linear polynomial re-
gressions (LPR) (Linden and Rockoff, 2008; Muehlenbachs, Spiller and Timmins, 2015;
Haninger, Ma and Timmins, 2017) and regressions with fine spatial or temporal bins (Guignet
et al., 2023b; Lu et al., 2023), both show that the impacts of high-profile incidents reach
between 1,000-1,500 meters and last approximately 3,000 days. We do not observe signif-
icant price effects in the other incident groups.

We employ a difference-in-differences (DID) framework to quantify the property value
impacts of different incident types. Based on the scale analyses, we designate transactions
within 1,000 meters of an incident site as the treatment group and transactions between
1,500 and 3,000 meters as the control group. We exclude properties in the middle regions
of the treatment and control groups to prevent potential treatment spillover effects. Since
our preferred econometric specification includes incident-by-year fixed effects, the key as-
sumption for our DID design is that, in the absence of the incident, transactions in treatment
and control groups of each incident follow a parallel trend that can be different from other
incidents. As the parallel trend assumption is more likely to hold in shorter periods, our
main analysis uses pre- and post-incident periods of 2,000 days, and robustness checks are
conducted with shorter time windows. After refining our treatment and control groups and
pre-/post-periods based on scale analyses, we retain 310 incidents associated with 369,926
nearby housing transactions for the main DID analysis.

DID estimates indicate that high-profile incidents significantly decrease nearby prop-
erty values by 8.2%, whereas other types of incidents do not exert noticeable impacts on
property values. Our DID estimation based on a quasi-experimental framework can be
interpreted as the capitalization effect for pipeline incidents (Kuminoff and Pope, 2014).
Our main results survive numerous robustness checks and cannot be produced by placebo

incidents with mismatched locations and dates. A policy-relevant question is how the ob-

'Our analysis shows that “severe only” and ”above-ground only” incidents have similar results. Therefore, to save space and increase
the statistical power of regression analyses, we present results with these two groups combined.

2Data provided by the Zillow Group (http://www.zillow.com/ztrax). The results and opinions are those of the authors and do not
reflect the position of Zillow Group.



served impacts on property value attenuate over time. We leverage transaction observations
within 4,000 days before and after incidents to explore the long-term effects of high-profile
incidents. Results indicate that the impacts of high-profile incidents are persistent, with an
average negative impact of 8.0% within 3,000 days.

Besides the price effects of pipeline incidents, we conduct two additional analyses to
explore the mechanism of pipeline impacts. First, a high-profile incident may affect trans-
action volumes—the direction of the effect depends on whether sellers or buyers have a
stronger reaction to pipeline incidents. We conduct a DID analysis on transaction volumes
before and after high-profile incidents. We find evidence for negative effects on transaction
volume that last for a short period after incidents, suggesting a strong initial reaction from
the demand side. Second, we focus on a subsample of high-profile incidents with data on
installation dates and examine the potential effects of pipeline installation on property val-
ues. The DID analysis does not find statistically significant impacts of pipeline installation
on property values.

This study contributes to the literature on hedonic studies of energy infrastructures. Us-
ing 426 incidents in 24 states that happened over the course of 11 years, this paper improves
upon previous single-incident studies by providing more general results. We also provide
more detailed information with enhanced external validity for potential cost-benefit anal-
ysis, facilitating the comparison between pipelines and other modes of energy transporta-
tion. We find that while most incidents (i.e., non-high-profile incidents) have no statistically
detectable impact, more noticeable incidents (i.e., high-profile incidents) have stronger im-
pacts, affect larger areas, and persist longer than what previous studies suggest (Hansen,
Benson and Hagen, 2006; Herrnstadt and Sweeney, 2022). In addition, this study advances
our understanding of the mechanisms through which negative environmental events impact
housing values. The fact that housing prices only respond to high-profile incidents is con-
sistent with the interpretation of pipeline incidents as information shocks (Hansen, Benson
and Hagen, 2006). Since local residents were likely aware of above-ground pipelines before
the incidents, the effective information seems to be related to the risk, not the existence, of
the pipelines. This is supported by the null results based on pipeline installation found in
our study and others (e.g., Wilde, Loos and Williamson (2012)). The drop in transaction
volume soon after the incident suggests a strong initial reaction on the demand side.

This article proceeds as follows. Section 2 introduces the background of gas pipeline
incidents and related literature. Section 3 describes the data and the data-processing pro-

cedure. Section 4 discusses scale analyses using both semi-parametric and parametric ap-



proaches. Section 5 presents the formal DID analyses on the price impacts in both short-
term and long-term. Section 6 shows the results of robustness checks and placebo tests.

Section 7 provides mechanism analyses. Finally, Section 8 concludes.

2 Background and Literature Review

This section introduces the institutional background, including the trends, information, and
costs, of incidents occurring on gas pipelines in the United States. Additionally, it provides

an overview of existing literature related to this study.

2.1 Background

Policy changes and technological innovations have contributed to the boom of domestic
shale gas development since the early 2000s (Wang and Krupnick, 2013). From 2000
to 2010, total domestic natural gas consumption grew 12.5% (about 27.5 trillion cubic
feet) (Vetter et al., 2019). The shale gas expansion triggered a surge in the construction of
pipelines to transport newly discovered natural gas from the U.S. heartland to the coastal re-
gions. According to PHMSA, over the last 15 years, annual natural gas distribution pipeline
construction ranged from 24,000 to 50,000 miles.®> Among all types of natural gas pipelines,
gas distribution pipelines account for more than 80% of the total mileage of gas pipelines
in residential areas (Pless, 2011).

Even though pipeline transportation is considered one of the safest approaches to trans-
porting crude oil and natural gas (Kenneth and Taylor, 2015), aging pipelines are a poten-
tial safety threat as more than half of the pipelines were installed 40 years ago (Sider and
Friedman, 2016). In the United States, PHMSA is responsible for regulating the pipeline
transportation of HAZMAT. When an incident occurs, the pipeline operator is expected to
seek help from emergency correspondents at the local, state, or federal level* and submit an
incident report within 30 days (PHMSA, 2021a). Due to these mandatory reporting rules,
PHMSA has compiled comprehensive pipeline incident data since the 1970s. Precise lon-
gitude and latitude information are available for the year 2010 and after, which allows us to
match incidents with nearby properties for hedonic analyses.

PHMSA defines an event as a pipeline incident if it causes death or personal injury re-

quiring hospitalization, property damage of $50,000 or more, or more than three million

3Detailed information can be found at PHMSA’s website: https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/.
4In our dataset, the time difference between incident occurrence and operator arriving on site is very small, implying a nearly imme-
diate response to pipeline incidents.



cubic feet of gas loss. When a pipeline incident occurs, residents can receive information
about the incident in several ways. The first is through media and news reports. Based on
an internet search of 73 selected incidents with an explosion, we find that at least two dif-
ferent newspapers reported on 35 of the events, and national news covered 34°. The second
is a formal notice from the governments or responsible companies. One example is that
pipeline companies send letters to nearby households notifying them of their proximity to
pipelines, as discussed in Herrnstadt and Sweeney (2022). Third, residents can learn about
pipeline incidents through direct observation and word-of-mouth.® For example, Messer
et al. (2006) find that delayed clean-up of Super-Fund sites attracts attention from the pub-
lic and creates stigma among surrounding communities, causing potential homeowners to
shun properties in the affected regions. Pipeline incidents may serve as informational cues
that influence potential homebuyers’ assessment of risks living next to pipelines, thus af-
fecting their willingness to pay for a house nearby, similar to the discussion in Guignet et al.
(2023a).

Despite ongoing research, economists have not yet adequately quantified the impacts of
pipeline incidents on residential communities and the environment. According to PHMSA
statistics, a high-profile incident on a gas distribution line accounts for direct costs (such
as private property damage and repairs) of about $4 million on average (PHMSA, 20215).
However, studies on the indirect impact of pipeline incidents on housing values are scarce
(Hansen, Benson and Hagen, 2006; Herrnstadt and Sweeney, 2022). Shen et al. (2021)
quantify the direct impacts of residential gas leaks. In contrast to the incidents on distribu-
tional pipelines, which are public hazards, gas leaks mostly only affect one property. They
find that properties within 20 meters of a gas leak (presumed to be the property in which
the leak occurred) experience an average property value loss of $12,000 (2019 value). Our
results complement Shen et al. (2021) by quantifying the external impacts of pipeline inci-
dents. Beyond property values, pipeline failure may generate unexpected negative external-
ity in other areas. For example, Xu and Xu (2020) study the effects of pipeline hazards on
credit risk and find that pipeline-present areas have a lower loan origination rate compared

with pipeline-free areas, and pipeline incidents further magnify this effect by 1.8%.

SWeb-search results are available from the authors upon requests.
SIn our dataset, the general public reports 8% of pipeline incidents.



2.2 Literature Review

This study relates to two strands of property value hedonics literature. First, we pro-
vide empirical evidence on the impact of energy infrastructure incidents on housing value.
Economists have shown increased interest in the implicit costs, such as property value loss,
of incidents involving HAZMAT underground storage tanks, nuclear power plants, shale
gas facilities, railroad, and industrial facilities. For example, Zabel and Guignet (2012) and
Guignet et al. (2018) find a negative impact of underground storage tank leaks on housing
values and home sales when owners reveal the leakage information. Isakson and Ecker
(2018) find lower willingness-to-pays for houses within 0.25 miles of multiple leaking un-
derground storage tank sites compared with those further away. Muehlenbachs, Spiller
and Timmins (2015) report that shale gas leaks have large negative impacts on nearby
groundwater-dependent homes. Boes, Niiesch and Wiithrich (2015) find that the 2011
Fukushima nuclear power incident poses negative impacts on rents near nuclear power
plants in Switzerland. Furthermore, Tanaka and Zabel (2018) and Zhu et al. (2016) ob-
serve similar price effects in regions near nuclear power plants in the United States and
China, respectively.

Recently, Tang et al. (2020) explore the impact of derailments on nearby housing val-
ues and find significantly negative but temporary impacts within one mile of derailment
sites. Guignet and Nolte (2024) find that the discovery of contamination and subsequent
investigation of treatment, storage, and disposal facilities depreciate the property values
within 750 meters of a facility. Similarly, Guignet et al. (20235) demonstrate home values
decline by 5%—8% from industrial chemical accidents that impact nearby communities. As
for pipeline incidents, Herrnstadt and Sweeney (2022) study the 2010 San Bruno natural
gas pipeline incident in California and find that housing prices within 500 feet of a pipeline
decrease by approximately 2% when the issue receives public attention. Hansen, Benson
and Hagen (2006) document that property values within 50 feet of a pipeline explosion in
Bellingham, Washington, decreased by 4.6% after the incident, with the negative impacts
reducing to 0.2% at a distance of 1,000 feet. Lee et al. (2021) study an underground pipeline
explosion in Taiwan and find that a pipeline incident decreases the average housing prices
in the associated city by 2.9%. Existing studies only focus on individual pipeline incidents.
Our results demonstrate different types of pipeline incidents have highly heterogeneous
impacts. Compared to individual pipeline incident studies, our results may have more ex-
ternal validity. Our study contributes to the literature by systematically analyzing hundreds

of pipeline incidents across the United States, thus providing generalizable insights into



which types of pipeline incidents are more likely to affect housing prices.

We also showcase the importance of information disclosure in estimating the impact of
pipeline incidents on property value. The amount of information available about a property
and its surrounding environment shapes homebuyers’ bidding prices for a property. Pope
(2008a) is among the first to consider how asymmetric information between buyers and
sellers can affect the hedonic price gradient and shows that airport noise disclosure reduces
the value of houses. Furthermore, Pope (20085) studies seller disclosures for flood zones
and finds a significant decline in housing prices in flood zones after disclosures. Walsh and
Mui (2017) use a disclosure law to explore the impact of information on a hedonic analy-
sis. Guignet et al. (2018) argue that incomplete information can lead housing markets to
underprice disamenities. Hilterbrand Jr (2019), through a survey, finds that disclosure of
pipeline location affects homebuyers’ offers for a nearby property. However, it is incon-
clusive whether the existence of pipelines affects property values nearby. Wilde, Loos and
Williamson (2012) summarize results in previous decades and conclude that there is no ev-
idence that proximity to pipelines reduces property values. Similar to our findings, Wilde,
Williamson and Loos (2014) find that neither the announcement nor the construction of a
pipeline has a significant impact on nearby residential housing prices. McElveen, Brown
and Gibbons (2017) find an insignificant impact of pipelines using spatial models. In the
United States, the Pipeline Public Awareness Program makes information about pipelines
and the approximate position of pipelines available to homebuyers, yet many homebuyers
do not know the exact location of a pipeline until salient signals, such as a pipeline incident,

occur. (Hansen, Benson and Hagen, 2006; Herrnstadt and Sweeney, 2022)

3 Data

This section discusses the data sources of pipeline incidents and housing transactions. Ad-
ditionally, it outlines our data-processing procedure, detailing the preparation of different

sample sets for different analyses step by step.

3.1 Pipeline Incident Data

The PHMSA pipeline incident database includes all 1,222 incidents on gas distribution
pipelines between 2010 and 2020, 976 of which occurred in urban areas. We study urban
pipeline incidents in the past decade since, unlike earlier data, pipeline incident data after

2010 have precise coordinates and more detailed information about incident characteristics.



Given the varying data requirements and criteria for different parts of our analyses, we use
different subsets of incidents as the analysis progresses (see Section 3.3 for more details).
In addition to basic information on the location, time, and cause of each incident, our
dataset provides additional details, such as the number of fatalities, the estimated volume of
gas unintentionally released, the estimated direct damage cost, the occurrence of explosion
or ignition, and whether the incident occurred above ground or underground. In our regres-
sion analysis, we categorize the incidents into three groups (a) high-profile (both severe and

above-ground); (b) only severe or above-ground; and (c) neither severe nor above-ground.

3.2 Housing Transaction Data

We compile housing transaction data from the ZTRAX database. The ZTRAX database
contains about 491 million transactions associated with 161 million owner-occupied houses
across all 50 states, Washington D.C., and Puerto Rico (Nolte et al., 2024) . The final dataset
for our hedonic analysis includes real property transactions 4,000 days before and after each
incident occurring between 2010 and 2020 from 24 states. The housing transaction data
includes detailed information on sales price, the date of the transaction, and house structural
characteristics, including the year built, number of bathrooms, number of bedrooms, square
footage, and indicators for air conditioners and fireplaces.

In the data cleaning process, we remove transactions with sale prices lower than $1,500,
as well as those with missing primary structural characteristics, such as the number of
bathrooms or bedrooms. We only include arms-length transactions of single-family homes
in the regression analysis’. We deflate all sale prices to 2020 dollars using the Federal

Housing Finance Agency’s state-quarter house price index.

3.3 Merging Property Transactions and Pipeline Incidents

We identify properties at risk of being affected by pipeline incidents based on their proxim-
ity to the incident sites. Among the 976 urban incidents between 2010 and 2020, we focus
on 426 urban incidents that we can link to residential property transaction observations con-
taining complete housing attributes in a five-kilometer radius 4,000 days before and after
incidents®. To ensure the external validity of our findings, we assess the representativeness

of the 426 incidents included in the study by comparing them with the 976 urban incidents.

7 Appendix C provides more details about our approach to processing Zillow housing data, taking into account the guidelines of Nolte
et al. (2024), although we do not strictly adhere to them.

8Complete housing attributes include the year built, number of stories, bathrooms and bedrooms, lot size, and indicators for air
conditioners and fireplaces. The dropped incidents are mostly those in non-disclosure states where transaction data is sparse.



Table B1 in the appendix shows a balanced severity and location distribution between our
sample and the complete pool of urban incidents.

At the start of the analysis, we match each transaction to multiple incidents, thereby
generating more than five million observations of transactions in total, with four million
unique transactions. We then proceed with the analysis in two steps. First, we conduct scale
analyses based on the 426 included incidents to determine the spatial and temporal range
of property value impacts from different types of pipeline incidents. Among all incidents
retained for scale analyses, 126 are high-profile, 145 are only severe or above-ground, and
155 are neither severe nor above-ground.

Second, we design the treatment and control areas for our DID analysis based on the
results of scale analyses. Therefore, we keep transactions within the treatment/control areas
and before/after periods of at least one incident. To ensure clean identification, we apply the
following rules to match each transaction to one unique incident: (a) we remove transactions
assigned to the treated-after groups of multiple incidents because they confound the impacts
of more than one incident; (b) we retain transactions linked to the treated-after group of
only one incident, and we do not use them in any other incidents, which prevents the use of
already-treated observations in the control group; and, (¢) we randomly assign a transaction
to an incident when the above two steps still allow for one transaction to belong to the before
period or control group for more than one incident.

After applying those data cleaning steps, we retain an incident if it has transactions in
both control and treatment areas. These procedures leave us with 310 incidents linked with
369,926 unique transactions for the DID analysis on short-term impacts. On average, an
incident is matched with 1,193 unique transactions. As shown in Table B2 in the appendix, a
linked house is 48 years old and has a lot size of 9,890 square feet, 1.4 stories, 2.8 bedrooms,
0.9 air conditioners, 0.35 fireplaces, and 1.65 full baths, on average. The average distance
to the hospital is 3.86 km, while the distances to the nearest school and university are 0.79
km and 3.79 km, respectively. Among the 310 incidents, 95 are high-profile, 110 are only
severe or above-ground, and 105 are neither severe nor above-ground. For the long-term
analysis, we follow the same procedure but extend the temporal range of impacts, retaining
125 high-profile incidents.

In addition to price impacts, we investigate the impacts of incidents on the volume of
property transactions in Section 7.1. We summarize the number of transactions within

a 3,000-meter radius and 1,000 days before and after 95 high-profile incidents’. Table 2

°In this step, we tally all transactions occurring before and after incidents. We relax the data matching requirements used in the DID
analysis for price effects, and allow transactions to be linked to multiple incidents.

10



presents the descriptive statistics for transaction volumes pre- and post-incidents across six
time windows (i.e. 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, and 80 days). Within the 70 days before and after
incidents, the maximum number of transactions during the pre-incident period is generally

higher than that in the post-incident period, on average.

4 Spatial and Temporal Scale Analyses of Incident Impacts

We conduct scale analyses based on LPR to gauge the spatiotemporal extent of incident
impacts. We carry out the analysis in two steps. First, we estimate a price function with
controls for observable housing attributes, location attributes, and spatial-temporal fixed

effects:
In(Priceiy) = ao + Op + wime + 15 + BXit + OL; + iy (1)

where [n(Price;,) represents the natural log of the transaction price of house ¢ asso-
ciated with incident p at time ¢. Since each house 7 belongs to block group j and county
m, we suppress 7 and m when ¢ appears in the subscript. A vector of housing attributes
variables observed at the time of the transaction, X;;, includes the age of the house, lot size,
number of stories, number of bedrooms, number of full baths, and the presence of central
air conditioning and fireplaces, while L; is a vector of location characteristics, including
distance to the nearest hospital, distance to the nearest school, and distance to the nearest
university. To control for heterogeneous price trends at different incident locations, we in-
clude an incident-by-year fixed effect, 6,;. We include county-quarter fixed effects, w,,,
to control for seasonal shocks in different housing markets. We also include location-fixed
effects at the block-group level, 7;, to account for all time-invariant unobserved factors as-
sociated with a block group. The disturbance term, ¢;,;, is clustered at the incident level.
We derive the adjusted housing price based on the predicted residual from the above model.

In the second step, we conduct a bivariate LPR!? with the adjusted housing price as the
dependent variable to recover the price gradient by distance or time. Specifically, we apply
the analysis on all available transactions within five kilometers of and 4,000 days before
and after 426 included incidents. Since incidents with different characteristics may have
distinct spatial and temporal scales, we assess the three types of incidents separately.

The left panel in Figure 2 shows the price gradient by distance for the three types of

10The bandwidth for the distance gradient is about 300 meters, while the bandwidth is about 120 days for the time gradient. Results
using other bandwidths are available from authors upon request.
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incidents. The blue solid line indicates the dynamics in adjusted transaction price before
incidents, while the orange solid line shows the adjusted housing price after incidents. The
dashed lines are their 95% confidence intervals. For high-profile incidents, adjusted trans-
action prices within about 1,000 - 1,500 meters of the incident sites diverge significantly
before and after incidents. Nonetheless, we do not observe notable disparity in adjusted
transaction prices before and after incidents for the two other types of incidents, implying
null impacts of those incidents on nearby property values.

Leveraging results on price gradient by distance, we further assess the price dynamics
of houses within 1,500 meters of incident sites and those between 1,500 and 3,000 meters.
The right panel in Figure 2 exhibits the price gradient before and after the three types of
incidents. The blue solid line represents the adjusted sale prices of the 1,500-to-3,000
meters group 4,000 days before and after an incident, while the orange solid line indicates
the adjusted housing prices of the within 1,500 meters group. The dashed lines are 95%
confidence intervals. For high-profile incidents, pre-incident trends in transaction prices
of the two groups resemble each other; however, post-incident, the adjusted transaction
price of the within 1,500 meters group decreases significantly while that of the control
group remains relatively stable. The divergence in adjusted transaction prices of the two
groups persists until about 3,000 days post-incident. For the other two types of incidents,
transaction prices between the two groups do not differ significantly.

In sum, the scale analysis indicates that the spatial extent of property value impacts from
high-profile incidents covers at least 1,500 meters, while the temporal duration extends to
about 3,000 days. In addition, we do not find evidence for property value impacts from the
two other types of incidents based on the results of the above scale analysis.

To further confirm the spatial extent of price impact, we conduct a regression with fine
spatial bins with treatment groups being eight distance bands reaching 2,000 meters from
the incident.!'. Figure Ala shows the estimations with 95% confidence intervals for all
distance bins of treatment groups. Property value impacts within 1,000 meters of high-
profile incidents are negative and statistically significant. Impacts beyond 1,500 meters
become economically small and statistically insignificant. Impacts between 1,000 meters
and 1,500 meters are ambiguous since the estimates are not statistically significant but still
have substantial magnitude.

Similarly, we further conduct a regression with fine temporal bins to provide formal

' The fine spatial bins regression regresses log transaction price on the indicators for eight distance bins for houses within 5-250,
250-500, ..., and 1,750-2,000 meters from incidents, respectively. The control group is a distance bin between 2,000 and 2,500 meters.
Similar to a DID framework, we include interaction terms between the distance bin indicators and the post-incident indicator to measure
the impacts of incidents. Other control variables and fixed effects are similarly specified as in equation 1

12



statistical evidence for the temporal extent of property value impacts from high-profile in-
cidents. Building on the results from Figure Ala, transactions within 1,500 meters of an
incident form the treatment group, while those within 1,500 and 3,000 meters comprise the
control group. The model mirrors the fine spatial bin model but replaces distance bins with
a series of 365-day time dummies ranging from 11 years before to 10 years after the inci-
dent. Figure A1b reports the estimations on all time dummies. Regression results suggest
a negative and persistent property value impact for at least eight years post-incident.

The scale of impacts estimated from LPR and regressions with fine spatial/temporal bins
should be interpreted as the impact range that can be detected using the pooled incident sam-
ple within each incident type. It is possible that some incidents’ impacts reach further, but
they are diluted by more localized incidents and cannot be detected in the pooled analysis.
Therefore, the scale of impacts found here should not be interpreted as a universal range or

maximum range of price impacts for all pipeline incidents.

5 Quantifying the Property Value Impacts of Pipeline Incidents

This section initially delves into our identification strategy, as derived from the scale anal-
yses, and assesses the covariates balance in the sample for the DID analysis. Additionally,
it discusses the quantification of the short-term and long-term price impacts, as well as an

event-study analysis.

5.1 Identification Strategy and Covariates Balance

We adopt a DID framework to formally estimate the average treatment effect of pipeline
incidents on property values. Guided by the scale analyses in the previous section, we
define the treatment areas as circles centered on the incident sites with a radius of 1,000
meters. We define the control areas as rings, also centered on incident sites, ranging from
1,500 to 3,000 meters from the site. We exclude transactions between 1,000 and 1,500
meters since we cannot conclusively assign them to either group, and this exclusion prevents
potential bias due to treatment spillovers. We employ transactions within a 2,000-day or
4,000-day window for short-term and long-term DID analyses, respectively. Since our scale
analyses do not provide any evidence for the property value impacts from non-high-profile
incidents, we apply the same quasi-experimental design for DID analysis on the two types of
incidents. Our identification strategy thus relies on the price differences between treatment

and control groups before and after the incidents. We relax the key parallel assumption of
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the canonical DID framework by allowing the price trends between treatment and control
groups to vary across different incidents as long as these trends remain parallel within each
incident. Figure 1 illustrates the quasi-experimental design for the DID framework.

Based on the quasi-experimental design, we retain 310 incidents for the DID analysis
on short-term impacts. Among these incidents, 95 are high-profile, 110 are only severe or
above-ground, and 105 are neither severe nor above-ground. Figure 1 presents the spatial
distribution of the 310 different incidents included for short-run DID analysis. The major-
ity of the included incidents are clustered in the Midwest (e.g., Iowa, Indiana, Ohio, and
Kentucky) and the East Coast (e.g., New York, Massachusetts, and New Jersey). Regions
with dense populations on the West Coast (e.g., San Francisco Bay Area) and the South
(e.g., Houston) also witnessed multiple incidents over the years.

We further examine the balance of covariate distributions in the treatment and control
groups. Panel A of Table 1 presents descriptive statistics of housing prices and charac-
teristics of transactions associated with 95 high-profile incidents for our short-term DID
analysis. Columns (1) and (2) report the mean and standard deviation (in parentheses) of
covariates of the control and treatment groups before incidents, while Columns (3) and
(4) present the same information for control and treatment groups after incidents. We em-
ploy the standardized difference to assess the balance in covariates between the pre-incident
groups and post-incident groups, respectively.(Imbens and Rubin, 2015) We follow Austin
(2009) and consider 0.1 (in absolute value) as indicative of balance. Results in Columns
(5) and (6) suggest generally balanced covariates between control and treatment groups
both before and after incidents, with standardized differences of a few housing attributes
slightly higher than 0.1. In Section 6.4, we adopt a propensity score matching and regres-
sion approach to examine the robustness of the DID results using a subset of transactions
with balanced covariates. Additionally, Table B4 in the Appendix shows that covariates are

mostly balanced for the two other types of incidents.

5.2 Short-term Property Value Impacts

To provide evidence for the plausible causal impacts of incidents on property values, we first
utilize transactions occurring 2,000 days before and after incidents to quantify short-term
property value impacts. Although the results of our scale analyses indicate the property
value impact lasts longer, a narrower time period for the DID analysis may enable cleaner
identification, as the parallel trend assumption is more likely to hold in a shorter period.

Moreover, property price trends within 2,000 days post-incident do not exhibit a rebound,
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which motivates the bunching of the first 2,000 days.!?. We specify our DID model as:

In(Priceg,) = ag + arTreat;, + agPosty, + yTreat;, X Posty 2)

+ szt X year, + ¢Lz + ept + Wit + 77j + Eipt

where T'reat;, denotes the treatment group designation for house ¢, which equals 1 if
the house is within a 1,000-meter radius of incident p and 0O if the house is between 1,500
meters and 3,000 meters from the incident; and, Post;,; is a dummy variable that equals 1
if house ¢ is sold within 2,000 days post-incident p, and O if the transaction occurs within
2,000 days pre-incident. Additionally, in some specifications, we further include the in-
teractions between housing attributes and yearly trend X;; X year, to allow the hedonic
function to evolve over time (Kuminoft and Pope, 2013). In one alternative specification,
we further interact the housing attributes with incident fixed effects to account for hetero-
geneous trends in different housing markets where different incidents occur. To formally
estimate the decay of the treatment effect as distance increases, one alternative specifica-
tion replaces T'reat;, with indicators for three equal distance bins, Bg), ford € {1,2,3},
which equals 1 if a house is within 5-500, 500-1,000, or 1,000-1,500 meters from inci-
dent p, respectively. We define all other notations similarly as in equation 1. Standard
errors are clustered at the incident level. A potential concern with our identification strat-
egy is that the varied timing of incident occurrences resembles a staggered DID design,
which leads to negative weights bias when averaging housing-price treatment effects from
many sub-experiments (i.e., 2x2 DID framework for an individual incident) (Callaway and
Sant’Anna, 2021; Goodman-Bacon, 2021). Our study design circumvents this problem by
matching the treatment group of each incident with a specific control group. In addition,
in data processing, we ensure that we do not include already-treated houses in the control
group.

We perform the short-term DID analysis on the three types of incidents separately. Ta-
ble 3 reports the results of our DID analysis for short-run impacts using a series of model
specifications. As for high-profile incidents, the estimation result of Model (1) suggests
that, ceteris paribus, the occurrence of a high-profile incident significantly decreases av-
erage property values within 2,000 days and 1,000 meters of the incident site by 10.5%'3,
controlling for housing attributes and location characteristics, as well as block-group fixed

effects. Models (2) and (3) incrementally add county-quarter fixed effects and incident-by-

12Table 7 in Section 6 provides robustness checks with various shorter time windows
13We use (exp(§) — 1) * 100 to calculate the percentage change.
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year fixed effects, respectively. Estimation of the impacts of high-profile incidents decreases
slightly to 8.4% when we control for the incident-specific temporal trends. Another con-
cern with our quasi-experimental design is that the parallel trend assumption might be valid
only for properties within a local area, not those farther away. The inclusion of incident-by-
year fixed effects relaxes the common trend assumption and allows for differential trends
for each incident as long as price trends in the control and treatment groups for the same
incident follow a parallel trend.

Within a single market, the coeflicient estimates on housing attributes represent the gra-
dient of the hedonic price function for those attributes. In our setting, the 95 high-profile
incidents cluster around various cities/regions indicating different housing markets; thus,
we can interpret the coeflicients of the control variables as the weighted average of the
hedonic implicit prices across different markets. To better control for housing attributes
in the multi-market setting, we interact all control variables with incident fixed effects in
Model (4). Estimations on the incident impacts remain consistently at the level of 8.0%.
Furthermore, Model (5) allows the hedonic price function to evolve over time. Estimations
on the incident impacts remain consistent at around 8.2%. Lastly, Model (6) estimates the
property value impacts of high-profile incidents based on three distance bins. The property
value impacts exhibit a decreasing trend as the distance between the property and incident
sites increases. Beyond 1,000 meters, the impacts become statistically insignificant and
undetectable. The decline in price impacts along distance could be attributed to the de-
cay of information (less buyers and sellers farther away from incident sites know about the
event) and the decay in perceived risk. Table BS presents the coefficients of all the inde-
pendent variables based on Model (3), which finds significantly increased housing prices
along with a larger lot size, more stories, bedrooms, full baths, and the presence of central
air conditioning and fireplace.

The results of Columns (7) and (8) report the estimation results on only severe or above-
ground incidents and neither severe nor above-ground incidents, respectively, using the
same specifications in Model (5). As expected, we detect no significant property value
impacts for these two types of incidents. A smaller treatment group (i.e., 5 - 750m) is
also examined for the non-high-profile incidents as presented in Table B6 in the Appendix,
confirming null price effects. Taken together, the results of the DID analysis indicate that the
impacts of pipeline incidents are likely to be heterogeneous based on incident characteristics
and the specific conditions of each property market. Finally, results in Column (9) suggest

no significant price effects based on the 310 heterogeneous incidents. When we analyze a
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group of pipeline incidents together, the estimated impact is the average across incidents
with more weight assigned to incidents with more available transactions. We can interpret
the estimate in Column (9) as null price impacts on a statistically representative property

associated with pipeline incidents.

5.3 [Examining the Parallel Trend Assumption

To test the parallel trend assumption, we adopt a variant of the DID model as shown below:

16 16
In(Pricey,) = ag + onTreat;, + Z BB, + Z v-B; x Treaty,  (3)
T=—15,7#0 T=—15,7#0

+ pXZt X year, + (bLZ + Gpt + Wt + Uk + Eipt

where B is an indicator that equals 1 if the transaction occurred during the time bin 7.
Each time bin covers 125 days, from 2,000-1,875 days before (7 = —15) to 1,875-2,000
days after (7 = 16) the incident. The event study includes all transactions occurring 2,000
days before and after an incident, resulting in 16 lead bins prior to incidents and 16 lag bins
after incidents (7 ranges from -15 to 16), respectively. We set transactions within 125 days
before an incident as the reference group (7 = 0). We define all other fixed effects and
control variables similarly as in equation 1. Standard errors are clustered at the incident
level.

Figure 3 shows the point estimations (dark points) and associated 95% confidence inter-
vals (red I-segment) for all time bins 2,000 days (about 5.5 years) before and after incidents.
The dashed line indicates the 125 days before incidents, serving as the base group for com-
parison. Overall, all coefficients circle around the zero horizontal line, indicating that es-
timations on bins prior to incidents are statistically insignificant. A Wald test suggests that
the differences in all point estimations for pre-incident bins are not significant (p = .33),
providing evidence for the validity of the parallel trend assumption in our setting.

Additionally, Figure 3 shows that all estimations on lag bins after incidents position
lower than the zero line, indicating that the average property values within 1,000 meters of
incidents decline compared to properties within 1,500-3,000 meters. The general trend in
the coeflicients of all lag bins after incidents also suggests persistent property value impacts

in the long term.
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5.4 Long-term Property Value Impacts

The above results indicate that a high-profile incident will decrease nearby property value
for at least 2,000 days. A policy-relevant question is whether the observed property value
impacts become a persistent shock on the local housing market. To explore the property
value impacts in the long term, we include transactions occurring 4,000 days before and
after incidents to conduct a DID analysis based on two variants of equation 2. As we extend
the time windows of transactions, we eventually obtain 125 high-profile incidents associated
with 191,251 transactions for analysis.

Table 4 reports the results of three DID models. Model (1) uses equation 2 based on
transactions 4,000 days before and after 125 high-profile incidents. Compared to properties
within 1,500-3,000 meters of incidents, the average property values within 1,000 meters
of incidents are lower by 7.5% in the 4,000 days after incidents. Furthermore, we replace
the Post;,, with four time dummies (i.e., Period: 0-1,000 days,..., or 3,000—4,000 days),
indicating each 1,000-day time window after incidents in equation 2. Results in Model (2)
suggest that the decay of pipeline impact only happens after 2,000 days. The price impacts
decrease from approximately 8.2% during the first 1,000 days to 6.3% between 2,000 and
3,000 days and become statistically undetectable thereafter. We specify Model (3) similarly
to Model (2) but use only two time dummies to indicate the initial period of 3,000 days
and the period thereafter. Results of Model (3) confirm a long-lasting but non-permanent
property value impact of 8.0% within eight years (3,000 days) after high-profile incidents,

on average.

6 Robustness Checks

In this section, we carry out a series of robustness checks to address potential concerns in
terms of treatment estimates, missing values, covariates balance, control group selection,

and alternative explanations of regression results.

6.1 Placebo Incidents

If the observed price impact is indeed caused by the incidents, then the effect should not
exist if the same study design is applied to locations without an incident. To examine the
robustness of our main findings, we implement our preferred DID model on placebo inci-

dents that are located next to the real ones. To this end, we draw two placebo incidents,
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positioning 6,000 meters to the west and east of a high-profile incident but occurring at the
same time. The placebo incidents have the same control and treatment area design as the
actual incident. The design of placebo tests is illustrated in Figure AS in the Appendix.
We apply our preferred DID model (i.e., Model (5) in Table 3) separately on the west-side
and the east-side placebo incidents. Columns (1) and (2) in Table 5 report the results. As
expected, no significant price effect is observed for either east-side or west-side placebo
incidents.

A potential threat to our identification strategy is the violation of the parallel trend as-
sumption in price trends between control and treatment areas of an incident. For instance,
high-profile incidents may occur more frequently in low-income areas with inadequate
maintenance, and these areas may be experiencing declining price trends relative to sur-
rounding areas. To address this concern, we test for pre-trends in the event analysis in
Section 5.3. Here, we provide an additional test by artificially shifting the occurrence date
of incidents 500 or 1,000 days earlier to check for spurious impacts (Haninger, Ma and
Timmins, 2017; Tang et al., 2020). A causal relationship between pipeline incidents and
housing values implies that an incident with a false occurrence date would generate null
impacts on housing prices. As expected, Columns (3) and (4) of Table 5 show insignificant
and near-zero estimations of incidents with manipulated occurrence dates, which further
suggests that residents are unlikely to engage in any anticipatory behaviors that may affect

housing prices.

6.2 Missing Values

Given the relatively high ratio of missing observations caused by incomplete housing at-
tributes, we check the robustness of our results to missing values in Table 6.'* First, we
follow Zhang, Phaneuf and Schaeffer (2022) and run our preferred DID model without any
controls for housing attributes (Column (1)). In this specification, the variation of housing
attributes not absorbed by the fixed effects will remain in the error term, potentially inflat-
ing standard errors for coefficient estimates. Second, we code missing values as zero and
then include missing value indicators for each housing attribute in the regression (Guignet
et al., 2023a,b). This specification assigns a fixed effect for observations missing certain
housing attributes while retaining the variation of that housing attribute for non-missing
observations. Third, we impute missing values using the group mean substitution method

(Sim et al., 2015). Specifically, we replace missing characteristics using the mean values

14These missing methods are applied to all transactions associated with 95 high-profile incidents.
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for price quantiles within each block group or census tract (Column (3))'5. Lastly, as an
alternative specification (Column (4)), we further include missing indicators in case the
imputed values have systematic bias.!® Results from Table 6 show that the estimations for
price impacts of high-profile incidents maintain around 8%—9% across all model specifi-

cations with p < .05.

6.3 Alternative Control Group Areas and Time Windows

Next, we check if the estimates are sensitive to the choice of control groups. We derive
three alternative control groups, with ranges of 1,000-2,500 meters, 2,000-3,500 meters,
and 2,500—4,000 meters. We run our preferred DID model (Column (5) in Table 3) using
these alternative controls. Columns (1) to (3) of Table 7 show that the estimations for
price impacts range from -0.083 to -0.087 with statistical significance at the 5% level. Our
findings remain robust.

Similarly, we further examine if our estimations are robust to various shorter time win-
dows. Presumably, utilizing transactions within a time window shorter than 2,000 days may
potentially yield similar or even larger impacts compared to our findings in Section 5.2. We
apply the preferred DID model to three subsamples based on time windows of 500 days,
1,000 days, or 1,500 days. Results in Columns (4) to (6) of Table 7 indicate significant and

negative price impacts of incidents, estimated at approximately 9.0%.

6.4 Propensity Score Matching and Regression

The next robustness check incorporates a matching and regression method to improve the
covariates balance between transactions in the treatment and control groups. We deploy
the propensity score matching technique to adjust for differences in pre-incident observ-
ables. Specifically, we match each transacted house in the treatment group with one house
in the control group based on all housing attributes, yielding 29,452 matched observations
in total. Figures A3 and A4 present the distributions of each housing attribute in the treat-
ment (solid line) and control (dashed line) groups before (left panel) and after (right panel)
propensity score matching, respectively. The balanced distributions indicate a successful

adjustment, providing suggestive evidence for the common support assumption (Imbens,

I51f all transactions in the block group have missing observations, we use the within-quantile average for each census tract. We do not
use higher geographical levels for imputation as it would introduce larger measurement errors.

16Table B3 indicates that the expectations of all housing attributes do not differ significantly before and after the implementation of
group mean substitution.
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2015). Regression results based on the matched sample in Table B7 confirm the robustness

of our main results.

6.5 Physical Damages and Lock-in Periods

Lastly, we address two additional concerns regarding physical damages and lock-in peri-
ods. First, the price effects may capture price changes stemming from physical damage
to properties. We attempt to address this concern by conducting DID models that exclude
houses positioned very close to incident sites (i.e., a 10, 40, 70, and 100-meter radius from
incidents). If our results are mostly driven by direct damage to nearby houses, the estimated
impact should sharply decline once houses at the centers of incidents are excluded. Results
in Table B8 indicate that, as the circle of exclusion expands, the estimated impact only ex-
periences a modest decline. While we cannot completely rule out the possibility of price
effects due to physical damage to the houses, this exercise seems to suggest that such direct
damage is not driving our results.

In many cases, parties involved in a transaction may negotiate in advance to create a lock-
in period when the selling price and mortgage rate remain fixed before the transaction can
be settled and documented. If an incident occurs during the lock-in period of a transaction,
the transaction price would fail to capture the impacts of the pipeline incident and thus bias
our estimation. To alleviate the potential bias due to the lock-in period issue, we exclude
all transactions within the initial one to six months of the post-incident period and re-run

our preferred DID model. Results in Table B9 show that our main findings remain robust.

7 Mechanism Analyses

This section discusses two analyses regarding transaction volume and pipeline installations,
respectively, providing evidence for channels through which pipeline incidents affect the

local housing market.

7.1 Transaction Volume

In addition to the price impacts, high-profile incidents may affect the local housing market
through other channels, including limiting the liquidity of properties (Depro and Palmquist,
2012; Guignet and Martinez-Cruz, 2018; Irwin and Wolf, 2022). While a direct analysis
of property liquidity is hindered by a lack of house listing data, we are able to analyze the
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changes in transaction volume before and after incidents, providing insights on reactions
from the supply and/or demand side. On the one hand, assuming pipeline incidents impact
transaction volume, incidents may stimulate intentions among some homeowners to sell
and relocate, resulting in increased supply and, consequently, lower prices and increased
quantity. On the other hand, potential homebuyers may be wary of buying houses near
incident sites, leading to a reduction in both price and quantity due to weakened demand.
We investigate the change in the total number of transactions before and after incidents.
Unlike the price analysis, we retain the one-to-many transaction-incident links to avoid los-
ing transactions due to data processing. Considering the possible heterogeneous spatial
and temporal ranges compared to the price market, we again explore the scales of the im-
pacts on transaction volume. Figure A2 depicts the evolving impact of incidents on the
transaction volumes across three 250-meter-wide distance bins, ranging from 30 to 80 days
before and after incidents. Table B10 in the appendix includes regression results based on
different treatment groups (e.g., 600m, 700m, 800m, 900m, or 500-1,000m) and a 60-day
time window. Based on those results, we detect a short-lived and localized negative volume
impact in the 500-meter radius of incidents within 60 days. We further apply our DID anal-
ysis by assigning houses within 500 meters as the treatment group and those between 500
and 1,000 meters as the control group. Table 8 presents a significant volume reduction of
about 0.5 transactions in the initial two months post-incidents, accounting for nearly a 24%
decline within 30 days and a smaller 10% drop within 60 days. Although we are unable to
rule out supply-side responses, the reduction in transaction volume indicates a substantial

demand-side reaction due to salient information shock.

7.2 Impacts of Pipeline Installations

A potential mechanism for incidents to affect housing values is by revealing the existence
of nearby pipelines. If true, then pipeline installation should cause a similar effect. To
test this argument, we investigate if pipeline installation suppresses housing values. Using
information on the installation year of pipelines associated with 15 incidents, we construct
the corresponding pre- and post-installation periods. Moreover, considering the one- to
two-year pipeline permitting period, we conduct DID analyses around the event times that
are one and two years before the completion of installation to test for anticipation effects.
As Table 9 shows, there is no obvious anticipation effect before installation and also no
statistically significant effects after installation. These findings are consistent with existing

studies that find null effects for pipeline installation (Wilde, Williamson and Loos, 2014;
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McElveen, Brown and Gibbons, 2017). However, we should interpret the null result on
the installation effect with caution. First, the confidence intervals for the installation effect
are fairly large; thus, we cannot conclusively rule out the installation effect. Second, if the
installation effect is zero, our result is not enough to evaluate whether the lack of response is
rational or not. To answer that question requires the quantification of objective risk, which

is beyond the scope of this study.

8 Discussion and Conclusions

Pipeline safety and the economic impacts of pipeline incidents are of great concern to the
public and policymakers. Based on 426 gas distribution pipeline incidents in urban areas
across 24 states between 2010 and 2020, we find that high-profile pipeline incidents that
are both severe and above-ground have, on average, a -8.2% property value impact within
2,000 days. The negative impact remains around -6.3% between 2,000 and 3,000 days and
disappears after that. These findings are robust to a series of checks and cannot be re-
produced with placebo incident dates and locations. However, we do not find statistically
significant impacts from non-high-profile incidents. The price impacts from high-profile
incidents substantially surpass the two individual incidents studied by Hansen, Benson and
Hagen (2006) and Herrnstadt and Sweeney (2022), respectively, in terms of intensity, spa-
tial extent, and duration. For example, the incident in Hansen, Benson and Hagen (2006)
decreases property value by 4.6%, and the effect disappears within 333 meters (1,000 feet)
and one year, while the incident in Herrnstadt and Sweeney (2022) decreases property value
by 2% within 167 meters (500 feet) and one year. It is possible that the previous low esti-
mates are due to the type of incident being studied: both of these studies consider severe and
underground incidents for which we find no statistically significant effect. Using broader
scale analysis, we contribute to the literature on the impacts of pipeline incidents, and other
localized environmental incidents in general, by showing that there can be substantial het-
erogeneity by incident types, and that results from case studies should be generalized with
caution.

To put the magnitude of the price effects into perspective, we perform a back-of-the-
envelope calculation of housing value loss. The pre-incident average price of a house within
a 1,000-meter radius of a high-profile pipeline incident is $204,247. A treatment effect of
approximately -8.0% on the treatment group results in an average value loss of $16,340
(2020 dollar), compared to a loss of $6,000 — $10,000 (2020 dollar) for a typical house
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affected by derailments involving HAZMAT (Tang et al., 2020). More importantly, the
effects from high-profile pipeline incidents persist for 3,000 days, compared to about 480
days for rail incidents. Therefore, high-profile pipeline incidents seem to have more intense
and persistent effects on surrounding properties than derailments involving HAZMAT. A
complete comparison of the two transportation modes requires calculating marginal costs,
and the results from this paper provide useful information to back that calculation.

The loss in property values also surpasses the direct costs of the incidents. In our DID
sample, there are 95 high-profile incidents with an average direct cost of about $4 million
per incident. For each incident, there is an average of 360 transactions over 3,000 days (i.e.,
the temporal extent of incidents) suffering an average of 8.0% price decline. Therefore,
the overall indirect property value loss from these transacted houses is about $6 million.
Note, however, that this calculation underestimates the indirect loss because it only includes
transacted single-family houses, and the incidents likely also impact other types of prop-
erties as well as residents in properties not transacted. The high indirect costs relative to
direct costs suggest that there may be underinvestment in pipeline safety if policymakers
only consider direct costs. Also, relative to other types of incidents, the distinct effects of
high-profile incidents mean that resources should be shifted toward the prevention of severe
and above-ground incidents.

In terms of mechanism, the result that only high-profile incidents have an impact aligns
with findings by existing studies that only the most significant environmental incidents af-
fect home values (Zabel and Guignet, 2012; Guignet et al., 2023b,a). The most likely ex-
planation is that only salient events produce enough information shocks to prompt action.
From the incidents, the residents could learn about the existence of nearby pipelines for
the first time. The lack of installation effect seems to suggest that this kind of information
alone is not a major driver of the loss in property value. The fact that some incidents on
above-ground pipelines, which are observable all the time, can affect property values also
suggests that other factors are at play. Therefore, the effective new information that resi-
dents receive is more likely about the additional risk of pipelines, not the mere existence
of pipelines. The observed initial drop in transaction volume suggests that this information
has reached the buyers.

Despite our robustness checks that exclude properties very close to the incident sides, we
cannot rule out direct impacts. First, imprecise geolocation can cause some damaged houses
to be placed away from the incident sites. Second, a severe incident can lower property val-

ues by decreasing amenities. The amenity impact channel may coexist and complement the
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information channel: the sight of burned houses is a constant reminder about the potential
risks associated with pipelines. Delayed clean-up and reclamation may create stigma that
deter potential homebuyers, further impeding the recovery of local housing market (Messer
et al., 2006).

A prominent feature of the pipeline impact identified in this paper is the very long span
(i.e., 3,000 days) of the impact, which is an important driver of the elevated indirect cost
of these incidents. The solution to prolonged incident impact depends on the mechanism:
if the persistence is caused by slow cleanup and rebuilding, then the process should be
expedited to limit damage to property values; if incidents cause concerns for future risks,
then efforts should be made to reinforce safety measures in the affected area and assuage
concerns. Additional research is needed to ascertain why pipeline impacts are so persistent

and what policies can help the price recovery.
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